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24 June 2014 

Responding to Climate Change Journeys at WPC 2014 

Information for Students and Young Professionals 

Overview 

The IUCN World Parks Congress (WPC) 2014 is a once-in-a-decade landmark global forum on protected 
areas taking place in Sydney, Australia, November 12-19, 2014. The WPC will share knowledge and 
innovation, setting the agenda for protected areas conservation for the decade to come. The Responding 
to Climate Change (CC) Stream is one of eight focus areas at the WPC. The CC Stream will assemble tools 
for enabling the role of protected areas as “natural solutions” in helping communities mitigate and adapt 
to the impacts of climate change. It will include new knowledge and case studies to help managers and 
societies respond to climate change. The stream outlines a broad and bold vision for new coalitions which 
emphasizes the key role of protected areas in climate change communication and strategies at the 
international, national, and local level. For more information, visit http://worldparkscongress.org/. 
 
Opportunities for Students and Young Professionals at the WPC 

The next generation of scientists, managers, and conservation leaders face new challenges and 
opportunities in a world that is rapidly changing. The CC Stream offers the opportunity for students and 
young professionals from around the world to share their knowledge, experiences, and perspectives 
about climate change impacts and solutions and provide substantive contributions to the Stream 
outcomes. Climate Change Journeys are a structured pathway to explore topics of interest related to 
climate change and protected areas, build leadership skills, and inspire others to take action. Each journey 
is uniquely designed around the participant’s interests and expertise and will give young people the 
opportunity to meet renowned environmental conservation professionals, share their passion and 
experiences, and become exposed to innovative ideas and career paths.  

At the WPC, selected students and young professionals will identify and follow specific pathways that 
enable them to engage in a critical topic related to climate change and protected areas. Each Journey is a 
package of sessions which give participants a robust exposure to their topic through a set of core sessions 
offered within the CC Stream as well as elective sessions hosted by other streams, giving the participant 
flexibility to explore various themes within their chosen focus area. To enhance their experiences and 
contribute to the stream dialogue, participants will be responsible for attending and taking notes in their 
assigned sessions. Each participant will summarize outcomes from the attended sessions in collaboration 
with the session moderator and CC Stream planning team at the end of each day. Participants will provide 
insight and feedback on what they have learned, their reactions, and experiences throughout the 
Congress, culminating in a closing Climate Change Journey session on the final day of concurrent sessions. 

http://worldparkscongress.org/
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Selected participants will work with the CC Stream Journey Coordinator (see contact below) in early fall 
2014 to identify and agree upon their specific journey requirements.  

Journeys include, but are not limited to, the following topics. See “Description of the Journeys” below for 
more detail.  

• Marine Ecosystems 
• Fresh Water Systems 
• Communication 
• Cultural Resources & Indigenous Communities 
• Adaptation Tools / Strategies 

• Natural Solutions & Resilience 
• Transformative Adaptation 
• Social and Video Media 
• Carbon Sequestration 
• Large Landscapes and Connectivity

Participation in the Climate Change Journeys 

Students and young professionals may apply to participate in the Climate Change Journey by submitting 
the Participant Information Form (Attachment A) to the Journey Coordinator by the deadline. Applicants 
may apply for Stream funding to travel to the WPC by the deadline of August 15, 2014. Journeys 
participants are responsible for the following: 

• Submit the Participant Information Form to Climate_Change@nps.gov by August 15, 2014.  
• Work with the Journey Coordinator before the WPC to arrange travel, build journey, identify 

assigned sessions, and arrange any other organizational needs. 
• Attend the World Parks Congress in Sydney, Australia, November 12-19, 2014. 
• Participate in 3-6 core sessions and 2-3 elective sessions. 
• Attend and take notes in 4-6 assigned sessions. 
• Work with the CC Stream planning team to summarize outcomes and provide feedback. 
• Attend and participate in Journey Reflections sessions each day of November 14, 15, and 17 and 

the closing Climate Change Journey session on November 18, 2014. 

For more information regarding the CC Stream Journeys please contact: 

Melanie Wood, CC Stream Journey Coordinator   Leigh Welling, CC Stream Leader  
(001) 970-267-2198       (001) 970-225-3513  
Melanie_Wood@nps.gov     wellingleigh@icloud.com 
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Description of the Journeys: 

• Marine Ecosystems: Consider innovative approaches for adapting and transforming marine protected areas in a 
changing climate; hear from case studies working to build resilience and adaptation in marine ecosystems; 
explore the implications of climate change in the rapidly changing Arctic, Southern Oceans, and Antarctica. 

• Fresh Water Systems: Explore the different ways that climate change affects freshwater ecosystems around the 
world and participate in the development of recommendations for management actions to protect ecosystems 
and the services they supply. Case studies analyse the vulnerability and significance of mountain ecosystems; 
address integrated adaptation and disaster risk reduction in coastal zones; and explore impacts and adaptation 
approaches to manage arid lands.  

• Climate Change Communication: Public perceptions and attitudes influence support for public policy and the 
relevance of protected areas globally. Effective communication is critical to engage the public in this dialogue. 
Learn about examples of climate change communication around the world; the power of storytelling; and the 
importance of framing all efforts with messages of hope and action. 

• Cultural Resources & Indigenous Communities: Identify approaches to assess vulnerability of cultural 
resources, integrate stories of human experience with climate variability in World Heritage Sites; learn about 
communities working with protected areas and traditional ecological practices to build social resilience to 
change; discover the challenges and opportunities embedded in economic models; and identify methods to 
transform cultural resource management around the world. 

• Adaptation Tools / Strategies: This journey will focus on the development of frameworks for planning and 
implementing decisions under a changing climate, useful approaches, and tools (e.g. vulnerability assessments 
and scenario planning) to adapt protected area management and decision making. 

• Natural Solutions & Resilience: Protected areas play a vital role in helping people and ecosystems adapt to and 
mitigate climate change. Learn about case studies from around the world; innovative tools; and integrated 
adaptation planning and management strategies. Discover how natural solutions can influence global climate 
change policy and identify steps towards integrating natural solutions into existing systems of governance, 
finance, and decision making for protected areas.  

• Transformative Adaptation: This journey will focus on how managers and conservationists can develop goals 
and objectives that look to the future, rather than the past, in the exploration of efforts to increase connectivity 
to address climate change, and tools and examples for managing uncertainty and transformational change in 
protected areas. 

• Social and Video Media: This journey brings together the experiences and perspectives of Congress participants 
to tell an overall story of the Responding to Climate Change Stream. Sharpen interview and video media skills 
while interacting with a diverse range of conservation leaders and other participants to contribute creative and 
fun messages to the Congress. 

• Carbon Sequestration: Learn from case studies which demonstrate the role of protected areas in securing 
carbon stores, reducing emissions and enhancing forest carbon stock. Identify examples of ecosystem 
restoration in providing benefits to nature and human wellbeing, and methods to integrate these efforts in 
global climate markets. 

• Large Landscapes and Connectivity: Examine the fundamentals of connectivity in the context of climate change. 
Learn about the conceptual issues surrounding adaptive versus maladaptive results for increased connectivity, 
including case study examples of connectivity implementation.


