
 
 

2014 College Internship Program - Life Sciences  
 
Thank you for your interest in an internship position at the Seattle Aquarium. The Seattle 
Aquarium is a private non-profit aquarium located on Pier 59 on Seattle’s Elliott Bay waterfront. 
Since 1977 the Seattle Aquarium has provided fun and exciting ways to see, touch, and explore 
the underwater world of the Pacific Northwest.  The Aquarium is open daily and serves more 
than 800,000 visitors annually, of which 40,000 are school children.  With a wide range of 
educational programs, community outreach and partnerships, award–winning exhibits, and 
ground-breaking research the Aquarium continues in its mission of “Inspiring Conservation of 
our Marine Environment”. 
 
The Seattle Aquarium internship program is designed for those with a strong desire to move 
into the Zoo/Aquarium field as a career path.  Our internship is an in-depth program requiring a 
minimum commitment of 400 hours (maximum of 500 hours) in at least 10 weeks but no more 
than 13 weeks (32-40 hours per week).  Interns must be flexible with their schedule, and will be 
expected to work weekdays, weekends and holidays.  This is an unpaid position and while we 
may be able to help you in your housing search, there is no housing provided.  We will do 
everything possible to accommodate school requirements for those who can earn class credit 
for internships.  Enclosed are some informational sheets on our internship program and an 
application. Please note, through this internship experience you may have an opportunity to 
observe our Veterinarian during rounds and/or procedures, this not a Vet internship. 
 
Requests for internship positions are evaluated based on experience (professional and/or 
volunteer), academic achievement, interview success, willingness and ability to make a 
commitment to the program and positions available.  By successfully completing this internship, 
students demonstrate responsibility, reliability, and the ability to work both independently and 
as part of a team.   
 
If you find that you cannot make a commitment to the internship program at this time, you are 
encouraged to visit our website www.seattleaquarium.org/volunteers for alternate volunteer 
opportunities which may be more what you’re looking for. 
 

 
 

Katrina Bettis 
Volunteer Engagement Manager 
 
t: (206) 386-4342 | f: (206) 386-4328 
k.bettis@seattleaquarium.org 
 
 

http://www.seattleaquarium.org/


 
 
 
Internship Schedule 
 
We accept interns four times a year.  The summer session is the most competitive, we 
encourage you to consider other times of year.   Our schedule is as follows: 
 
 

 
Winter internship:  Begins in January 2014 

Applications accepted until 9/20/13 
Interviews – October 21-25, 2013 
Decision – November 4, 2013 

  
Spring internship: Begins in March 2014 

Applications accepted until 1/6/14 
Interviews – January 20-24, 2014 
Decision – February 3, 2014 

  
Summer internship: Begins in June 2014 

Applications accepted until 3/10/14 
Interviews – March 24-28, 2014 
Decision – April 7, 2014 

  
Fall internship: Begins in September 2014 

Applications accepted until 6/20/14 
Interviews – July 21-25, 2014 
Decision – August 5, 2014 

 
Interviews are conducted in person at the Seattle Aquarium unless otherwise arranged in 
advance with the Interview Panel (via phone or Skype). 

 
**Please note: your application must received by 4pm on the due date to be eligible for 
review. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Basic Internship Requirements 

 Be at least 18 years of age. 

 Able to commit to the full internship period (400 hrs min, 500 hrs max) within 10-13 weeks. 

 Have completed a minimum of two years of college-level coursework including 
biology/environmental science. College graduates are welcome to apply. 

 Able to lift 50 lbs and work outside in inclement weather. 

 Show a high level of interest in marine science and a career at a zoo or aquarium. 

 Provide a letter of recommendation and a list of at least 3 professional references  

 Provide an official copy of college transcripts (sealed envelope from your school, it can come 
separate from your complete application). You must be able to show a minimum of 2 years of 
college course work with your transcript(s). 

 Provide typed answers to application questions. 

 Complete an application packet and interview process, then be accepted into the program. 
 
Essential Duties and Responsibilities 

 Perform animal husbandry duties which may include: cleaning tank glass, preparing food, 
feeding animals, maintaining exhibits, and monitoring animal behavior. Though observations of 
vet procedures and care may be part of the internship, this is not a Veterinary position. 

 May also assist with training and medical procedures where appropriate. 

 Maintain animal management records necessary to your assignment. 

 There is no diving as part of the internship position. 
 
Additional Interpretation Duties 

 Exhibit interpretation is an important job at the Aquarium; every volunteer and staff person fills 
the role of interpreter. As an Aquarium Intern you will also join the ranks of other interpreters 
and share your enthusiasm and the stories of our animals with Aquarium guests. Volunteers 
and/or interns in this area work directly with the public in our exhibits.  

 Interact with staff, volunteers, and public in a professional and ethical manner. 
 
Your completed packet should contain: 

 Application 

 Cover letter 

 Resume 

 Answers to application questions 

 Official copy of college transcripts 

 One letter of recommendation and list 
of at least 3 references 

 
Please mail completed application packets to: 

 
Attention:  Katrina Bettis 
Seattle Aquarium 
1483 Alaskan Way 
Seattle, WA  98101 
 

 
Incomplete applications will not be considered. Recommendation letters and official 
transcripts may be mailed separately, but must be received by 4pm on the due date to be 
eligible for review. 
 



 
 

Life Sciences Internship Application 

 
Name           Date     
 
Gender _____________ Birthdate ______________ Ethnicity (optional) __________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:             
 
City        State      Zip Code     
 
Home Phone (  )     School/Work Phone (  )     
 
Cell Phone  (  )      email        
 
College/University             
 
Expected graduation date     Major field of study      

 
Courses/Experience applicable to internship         

             

            ______ 

 
How did you become aware of this internship?          

 

Have you applied for the Seattle Aquarium Internship before? If so, what session? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please rank the following work areas of aquarium (1 = first choice and so on, 0 = if you wouldn’t consider 

that area):  ___mammals/birds    ___cold water fish/invertebrates      ___warm water fish/invertebrates  

 
Circle internship applying for:    Winter  Fall  Spring  Summer 

 
The Seattle Aquarium is an equal opportunity employer, dedicated to a policy of non-discrimination in 
employment on any basis including race, color, age, sex, religion or national origin. 
 

For office use only: 
Date application packet received:    Interview date and time:     
Interviewer(s):             
Accepted: □ yes  □ no 
Assigned to:     Start date:     End date:     
 



 
 
 

 
Seattle Aquarium Internship Questions 
 
Please answer the following questions, work should be typed and not exceed two pages. You 
may use separate sheets of paper and attach to your application packet. 
 

1) What are your long term career goals? Please describe your perception of the ideal job 
and where you see yourself in 10 years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Please tell us what qualities, skills & abilities you will bring to our internship program.  
Please be specific. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) The Seattle Aquarium’s mission statement is “Inspiring conservation of our marine 
environment”, what does that mean to you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 


